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proved a telegram from Viviani to Paleologue, which was at
once communicated to Izvolski, put into cipher, and sent
to St. Petersburg and London at 7 A.M. on July 30. It
began with a reference to Viviani's telegram of July 27
from on board the France, which stated the French Govern-
ment's wish to support efforts for a peaceful solution of
the conflict, but which, Poincare asserts, led Paleologue to
make the declaration of French support which Sazonov
found "especially precious."5 It then continued;
France, however, is resolved to fulfil all the obligations of
the Alliance.
But I think in the interests of general peace and in view
of the conversation pending between the less interested
Powers, that it would be opportune that, as regards the pre-
cautionary and defence measures which Russia believes it
necessary to adopt, she should not take immediately any step
which might offer to Germany a pretext for a total or partial
mobilization of her forces." °
What the French Government had in mind is more
clearly stated in another telegram which Izvolski hastened
to send to Sazonov:
Margerie, whom I have just seen, told me that the, French
Government, without wishing to interfere in our military
preparations, would consider it extremely desirable, in view
 5	Poincare, IV, 335, 385.   Sac also above, eh, Xt at notes 54L
 6	This wording represents the present writer's approximation of the
probable true original text of this passage, which in given in three quite
different forms; (a) by the editors of the F.Y.B., 101; (b) by Poincari,
IV, 886 f.; and (c) by Izvolski, LN, II, 290;  (bMind (c) make no
mention of Saasonov's telegram to Izvotaki nor of a visit by Schoen, which
form the first and last parts of (a); (a) aaya nothing of Viviani's telegram
of July 27 from the France, which is mentioned in (b) and (c),   Poin-
car£ makes the last sentence read that Russia should not take immedi-
ately any steps toward a partial or total mobilization of her own force*;
but Poincare has misquoted his document, as is obvious from his own
paraphrases on pp. 399 and 408, and from F.YJB., 102, which indicate that
Russia should not take any step which would offer Germany a pretext for
mobilization.   This tg. no. 208, from Izvolski to Sazonov, is also printed
in MJF.R., p. 520, and ia Romberg, p. 50 f., but was suppressed from RX)JB.

